
Pictured below are some examples of recycled 
plastic products recently installed around Australia.

Industrial & Domestic Plastic Waste Used As A Resource

Wonga Beach Caravan Park is located in Wonga Beach on the beautiful coastal area north of 
Mossman in Far North Queensland. This project has been a long time in the making. Cairns 
Regional Council (formerly Douglas Shire Council) wanted to make the caravan park more 
sustainable and eco-friendly. They decided to use our recycled plastic retaining panels (pictured 
below left) as garden edging to ensure that the beds were deep enough (250mm) for mulch to be 
added. The concept here is to recycle the grey water from wash basins and taps in the laundry 
areas back into the gardens for watering. The park residents support the project and know that they 
need to use biodegradable cleaners and soaps. As these gardens beds will be constantly moist, the 
plastic retaining panel was a much better alternative to a wooden retaining wall. Also shown is a 
beach access which are jetty planks, posts and rails; all made from recycled plastic.

The Port Stephens Council recently installed a beach 
access staircase in Shoal Bay that’s made entirely of recycled 
plastic. It’s a far better option than wood or steel in a harsh 
maritime environment as these have a relatively short life 
span. Recycled plastic, on the other hand, will outlast most 
materials by many years, even when submerged in salt water. 
Rotting and splintering is not an issue as the plastic doesn’t 
absorb water, and there’s no need to paint because it doesn’t 
lose its colour. Council constructed these stairs in the same 
way as they would if they used timber.

Townsville Council recently decided to install a row of 
blue bollards in Blue Water Park. This vibrant colour is 
now available across much of our recycled plastic range. 
Streetscape or park fencing can now be a feature of the 
park. Why just use brown or grey treated pine posts to 
protect park grass land, when you can inject a breath of 
fresh air into the place? In addition to positive feedback 
from the residents, Townsville Council recently reported 
another benefit to using plastic bollards rather than 
wooden ones. When maintenance staff use a whipper 
snipper around the base of a wooden post, the cord cuts 
into the surface causing rotting and splintering. This 
simply doesn’t happen with a plastic bollard!



We recently asked Paul Lucas,  the Principal at 
Holy Spirit School in Queensland what they 
thought of their new seats!

Students…………..
“I like them ‘cause there’s more space”
“They are pretty”
Staff……………..
“Now there’s room for children and lunch-boxes on each bench – better than our old wire seats.”
Admin………….
“Good to get some more sustainable living features in the school.”
Cleaners………….
“So much easier to clean the lunch areas.”

Old Seats New Seats

Holy Spirit School gets a face lift!

In summary, Mr Lucas summed up by 
explaining, “Since the seats were 
installed the feedback from all areas has 
been overwhelmingly positive. It certainly 
has given the school a new lease of life”. 

Caloundra High School in Queensland has created an 
outstanding colourful outdoor seating area where the  
students can mingle. Sandy Daniels from the school was 
keen to use a recycled product in order to demonstrate the 
school’s commitment to becoming environmentally 
sustainable. The big bench is ideal for use in parks and 
schools as it provides a place where people can socialise 
and relax, while still being able to spread their books and 
papers out.

The EastLink Trail is a three-metre wide concrete path for 
cyclists and pedestrians that runs the length of 
Melbourne’s new EastLink tollway, due to open in a few 
months time. The 35 kilometres of pathways connect with 
many other trails, open spaces, parks and reserves. 
ConnectEast, the owner and operator of EastLink, selected 
recycled plastic directional signage for the trail, mainly due 
to its affordability but also because it’s maintenance-free. 
When you use the trail for the first time you might notice 
how great the signs look. And in years to come, you’ll most 
likely notice that the signs still look great, as they won’t 
have been affected by weather or pollution. 


